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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 18944 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, RP 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE MUSLIM PEACE INITIATIVE 

REF: STATE 285440 

1 . MELCHOR PRESENTLY OUT OF THE COUNTRY AND SCHEDULED TO 
RETURN DECEMBER 7. EMBASSY WILL DISCUSS WITH HIM APPROACH 
OUTLINED IN REFTEL AFTER HIS RETURN. 

2. OUR INITIAL REACTION TO PEACE INITIATIVE OUTLINED BY 
SCHAEFFER AND MICKELWAIT IS THAT IT WAS CONCEIVED WITH 
PERHAPS MORE HOPE THAN REALISM. KEY INDIVIDUAL IN SCHEME 

IS HASHIM SALAMAT, NUMBER TWO MAN IN MNLF HIERARCHY. ISSUES 
WHICH CONCERN SALAMAT, AS WELL AS MOST MUSLIMS. APPEAR TO BE 
NOT ECONOMIC BUT POLITICAL AND CULTURAL; OF PRIME IMPORTANCE 
IS FEAR OF ASSIMILATION INTO LARGER CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY. 

IT SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT A PEACE PROGRAM BASED ON ECONOMICS 
ALONE WOULD CONVINCE SALAMAT TO SPLIT WITH MISUARI AND USE 
HIS INFLUENCE TO WIND DOWN CONFLICT. GOP REACTION WOULD 
LIKELY BE POSITIVE. IT IS UNLIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT IT WOULD 
GRANT POLITICAL CONCESSIONS, I.E., SOME FORM OF AUTONOMY 
ACCEPTABLE TO MUSLIMS. NEEDED TO PROVIDE TOTAL PACKAGE 
ACCEPTABLE TO MUSLIMS. 

3. NONETHELESS, WE SEE NO HARM IN MICKELWAIT AND SCHAEFFER 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PURSUING THEIR INITIATIVE IF THEY BELIEVE THERE IS SOME 
CHANCE OF SUCCESS. 
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